
BEFORE

THE PUBLIC SERVICECOMMISSIONOF

SOUTHCAROLINA

DOCKET NO. 2006-92-WS- ORDERNO. 2006-231

APRIL 26,2006

INRE: Applicationof CarolinaWaterService,Inc.
for Adju,;tmentof RatesandChargesfor the
Provisionof WaterandSewerService.

) ORDERGRANTING
) PUBLICHEARINGS
) AND APPOINTING
) HEARING OFFICER

This matter comesbefore the Public Service Commissionof South Carolina

("Commission")on the requestof the Office of RegulatoryStaff ("ORS") for "night

hearings"(i.e., local public hearings)l to be scheduledin the presentdocketandon the

Commission's /vlotion to appoint Mr. Charles L.A. Terreni, Esquire, Chief

Clerk/Administrator, to serve as a hearing officer in this proceeding.

On March 27, 2006, Carolina Water Service, Inc. ("CWS" or the "Applicant")

filed an Application requesting approval of an increase in rates and charges for water and

sewer service provided to CWS's customers in certain areas of South Carolina. Following

public notice of CWS's Application, a request was filed by the ORS on April 3, 2006,

asking the Commission to schedule local public hearings with respect to CWS's

1
To more accurately' describe so-called "night hearings", this Order will refer to them as local public

hearings. The Commission periodically receives requests to hold public hearings in the general locale of
water and wastewater facilities that are the subject of proposed rate increases. These hearings are held for
the purpose of taking :localpublic witness testimony at a location and time of day, typically in the evening,
that is conducive to increased participation by affected customers. Many customers may fred it difficult to
attend the hearing in the PSC's Columbia facilities where the applicant is given the opportunity to put on
their case in chief.
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Application. Specifically,the ORSrequeststhat a local public hearingbe scheduledat a

location in the Midlands area,at a location in DorchesterCounty,and at a location in

York County,SouthCarolina.According to the ORS,thehearingswill affordthepublic

anopportunityto expressanyconcernsor commentson CWS's pendingApplication for

anincreasein ratesandcharges.

Upon considerationof the requestof the ORS, the Commissionfinds that local

public hearingsin this docket shouldbe scheduledand held in the Midlands area,in

DorchesterCounty and in York County, South Carolina. Thesehearings shall be

scheduledin additionto thepublic hearingto beheld in the Commission'shearingroom,

SynergyBusinessPark, 101 Executive CenterDrive, Columbia, South Carolina.The

local public hearingswill allow interestedcustomersof CWS who cannot attendthe

hearingin Columbiato appearand presenttestimonyand evidencerelevantto CWS's

Application. Thehearingsarebeingscheduledto providealocal forum andaconvenient

time for customersof CWS and other interestedpersonsnot alreadyparties to the

proceeding.Partiesof recordin this docketwho havefiled Petitionsto Interveneandwho

seekto cross-exarninewitnessesof CWSwill presenttheir testimonyandexhibitsat the

hearingto beheldbeforetheCommissionin theCommission'shearingroom,Columbia,

SouthCarolina.Further,CWS will presenttheirwitnessesandtestimonyandexhibitsat

thehearingto beheld in theCommission'sheatingroom in Columbia,SouthCarolina.

As to the Commission's Motion for appointmentof a hearing officer, this

appointmentis in orderthatthehearingofficer maydisposeof proceduralandevidentiary
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matters pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-3-40 (Supp. 2005), including

considerationof potentiallyschedulingadditionallocalpublichearings.

Section 58-3-40(C)(1) states that upon the request of any party or any

commissioner,the commissionmay employ a hearing officer who may hear and

determineproceduralmotions or othermattersnot determinativeof the merits of the

proceedings.Under (C)(2), the heating officer has full authority, subject to being

overruledby thecommission,to rule on questionsconcerningtheconductof thecaseand

othermatters.Under (C)(3), the officer must be an attorneyqualified to practicein all

courtsof this Statewith aminimumof eightyears'practiceexperience.

We find that Mr. CharlesL. A. Terrenimeetsthis qualification,andwe therefore

grantthe Motion appointinghim asheatingofficer in this case.As hearingofficer in this

proceeding,wedirectMr. Terrenito rule onappropriatemattersin thecaseup to thetime

of thehearing.

IT IS THEREFOREORDEREDTHAT:

1. Loc,al public hearings in the pending rate case Application filed by

Carolina Water Service,Inc. shall be held in the Midlands areaof SouthCarolina,in

DorchesterCounty,SouthCarolina,andin York County,SouthCarolina.

2. The;CommissionStaff is directedto find suitablelocationsanddatesfor

the local public hearingsand shall providenotice of the hearingsto the partiesin this

docketandto thecustomersaffectedby theApplication.

3. CharlesL.A. Terreniis herebyappointedasheatingofficer in thepending

ratecaseApplication filed by CarolinaWaterService,Inc. for dispositionof procedural
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andevidentiarymattersandconsiderationof thepotentialneedfor schedulingadditional

localpublichearings.

4. This Order shall remainin full force and effectuntil further Orderof the

Commission.

BY ORDEROF THE COMMISSION:

ATTEST:

G. O'Neal Hamilton,Vice Chairman

(SEAL)

¸
Randy Mitchell, _hairman


